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ANGEL ACTION · BITES & STINGS

Spider Bites
Funnel-web and mouse spider bites are treated with pressure immobilisation like a snake bite.
Redback bites are treated with an ice pack — do not bandage. Seek medical aid for any
concerning symptoms.

Funnel-web or mouse spider
Treat as life-threatening — apply pressure immobilisation (see snake bite) and call 000.

Redback spider
1. Apply a cold pack (wrapped) to relieve pain.

2. Do not apply a pressure bandage — it makes the pain worse.

3. Seek medical aid. Antivenom is available if needed.

White-tail, huntsman, other Australian spiders
1. Wash the bite with soap and water.

2. Apply an ice pack.

3. Seek medical aid if symptoms worsen, the bite becomes infected, or the bite is on the face or near
the eyes.

Adapted from Australian First Aid 5th Edition. Get the full guide and live CPR metronome at firstaidangel.org.


